
 

 Attorney's Memo: 

  

Policy JGCC – Infectious Diseases (Review) 

Regulation JGCC- R(1) – Infectious Diseases (Review) 

  

Changes Proposed: 

  

Impact of Charter System Status: Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 160-1-3-.03 states that 

local school districts “shall develop policies, regulations, and procedures related to 

the impact of infectious diseases on school system management and operations.” 

The GaDOE would probably take the position that this requirement is not waived 

under the charter system contract because it relates to “protection of the physical 

health and safety of students, employees, and visitors' ' (Charter System contract 

item 18(a)). 

  

Expressly Required by Law? Yes; see above. 

 

Legal Compliance and Suggestions:  

  

  

----- 

  

Policy: JGCC 

Descriptor Code: Infectious Diseases 

  

  

No student shall be denied access to Clarke County School District solely because 

he or she has contracted an infectious disease. However, a student with a 

potentially contagious infectious disease may be excluded from school where, in 

consultation with public health officials, School District officials determine that the 

student is likely to cause the infection of an uninfected individual if not excluded 

from school. 

  

The Superintendent or designee is directed and authorized to develop and 

implement regulations or procedures related to the impact of infectious diseases on 

school system management and operations. Such regulations or procedures shall 

ensure that the School District: 

  

1.  Provides employees with information, education, or training related to the 

transmission of infectious diseases; 



2.  Makes appropriate personal protective equipment (e.g., face masks, gloves) 

readily available for tasks associated with the evaluation and treatment of students 

with actual or potential infections; 

3.  Immediately counsels employees and students (and parents of such students) 

who are suspected of having an infectious disease of the need to obtain an 

appropriate medical evaluation; 

4.  Involves the school nurse, public health agency representatives, health care 

professionals, and school system administrators in operational decisions concerning 

an employee or student who has an infectious disease; 

5.  Establishes school exclusion and disease management protocols that are 

consistent with evidence-based guidelines developed by health authorities and the 

recommendations of the Georgia School Health Resource Manual; 

6.  Follows universal precautions when handling blood or other bodily fluids; and 

7.  Discloses student health-related information only as permitted or required by 

state or federal law. 

  

Appeal of Exclusion Decisions 

  

Any student with a potentially contagious infectious disease who is excluded from 

school shall be provided with written notice of the following: (1) the suspected 

infectious disease; (2) the factual basis for such suspicion; (3) the source of any 

authority relied upon in deciding to exclude the student from school; (4) the 

duration of such exclusion; (5) any conditions that must be satisfied before 

returning to school; and (6) notice of the right to request an impartial appeal 

hearing if the period of exclusion will extend beyond 10 school days. Any student 

who appeals under this part shall be entitled to present and respond to evidence, 

examine and cross-examine witnesses, and, at his or her expense, be represented 

by counsel. The student's appearance at the hearing shall not be required and a 

parent, guardian, or representative may act on behalf of the student at the hearing. 

  

Confidentiality 

  

Neither the Board of Education nor its employees shall disclose medical information 

about a student with an infectious disease, except as authorized or required by 

law.In addition, employees are prohibited from disclosing medical information about 

students to non-administrative personnel unless the parent or guardian consents to 

such disclosure or, in the determination of the school principal, the employee has a 

legitimate, educational interest in knowing the information. 

  

  

Clarke County Schools Date Adopted: 8/16/1988 

Last Revised: 6/14/2012 

State Reference Description 



O.C.G.A 20-02-0778 Required information to parents of students regarding 

meningococcal meningitis 

O.C.G.A 24-12-0021 Disclosure of AIDS confidential information 

O.C.G.A 31-12A-0004 Quarantine of diseased persons 

O.C.G.A 31-22-0009.1 HIV tests - Who may perform test 

  

Rule 160-1-3-.03 Infectious Diseases 

  

These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they 

indicate the basis or authority for the board to enact this policy. Instead, they are 

provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the 

policy. 

  

  

  

 

  

  

 


